
Rio de Janeiro Cargo Bike Culture.

Zé Lobo



Civil Society Organization from Rio de Janeiro, active throughout Brazil

Provides information and tools in a collaborative way

acting as a liason between stakeholders.

Complements the work of the public administration.

Presenting suggestions, solutions and gathering data.

Influences urban planning with a bottom-up approach.



More people cycling more often.



Rio de Janeiro

•   

6.5 million people

•   

estimated 4 million 

bicycles

•   

3.5% modal Split

•

Bicycle use has been 

increasing by 20%

a year since 2017



Why we started counting bikes.





Reports on bicycles in the city. Making previously non-existent data available.



Why we started counting cargo bikes.
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How is it today?
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26% of the bicycles in downtown and South Zone are for services or deliveries.

1 bike in 19 is a three wheeler.



Rio Cargo Bikes History.



“Provas Populares de Tricycles”. Consistiam em provas de ciclismo 
disputadas em Triciclos, que eram pilotados pelos funcionários do 
comércio da capital, que inscreviam seus atletas.

O ano de 1936, por exemplo, marcou a vitória por equipes da 
Panificadora São João.“  JORNAL DOS SPORTS, 10 de novembro de 1936. p. 3.

“Popular tricycle racing”. 

Consisted of cycling events 

played on tricycles, which 

were piloted by the city's 

commercial employees who 

registered their athletes.

The year 1936, for example, 

marked the victory of the 

São João's Bakery team.”



The tricycle, does not respecting signs or right way,
a permanent threat on the streets of Rio.







Potential



New Year Eve, Copacabana.



Lack of support and recognition





Rio de Janeiro Cycling Network 2030. 



What are we doing today?





City Changer Cargo Bike Guides



SCAP – Cargo Bike Project



SCAP – Cargo Bike Project



SCAP – Cargo Bike Project



SCAP – Cargo Bike Project



SCAP – Cargo Bike Project



+ 250 Bicycle Factories.

Which make 5 million bicycles a year.

Very few make Cargo Bikes.

Backyard Factories.

Low quality.

















“Where the Cargos, Bikes Go”



Examples on the streets of Rio de Janeiro.



Postman



Pest Control



Cable TV & Internet Services



Laundry



Laundry



Bakeries



Groceries



Recycling



To carry couch



Microwave Ovens



Whashing Machines



Refrigerators



Pets



Flowers



Delivery Apps





Super Markets



Recycling



Ice



Flowers



Woodwork



Mattresses



























This is happen all over Brazil,

with small local variations.



Rio and Brazil has a huge cargo 

bike culture, the use is in full 

growth, but they remain invisible to 

the authorities and manufacturers.

ta.rio



Thank You!

zelobo@ta.org.br

ta.rio


